CHAPTER  VI

THE  NORM  AS  IDEAL

IN proceeding from theories underlying ideals
to consider the ideals themselves, the concep-
tion of Dhamma as Norm affords an easy
bridge. It was as natural and inevitable for
Buddhist doctors to develop the import of
such a notable term as Dhamma, as it was
for Christian fathers to develop that of the
equally notable term Logos. But while it is
legitimate enough to group under Dhamma
those central philosophical principles, on
which the doctrine was based, the latter, under
the aspect of a Norm, was an application of
theories, held as true, to the will, and the
expression of them in conduct. A norm
resolves the contents of experience into a
scale of values, and the things of topmost
value into ideals.

Judgment of values according to the Norm
or Dhamma is, in Buddhism, called Right-
view or Perfect-view (sammd-dittki, i.e. sum-
ma-doxa, if, to give the European equivalents,
such a hybrid compound be let pass). And
such a view, views, or belief is placed,
in a Buddha-discourse, in the forefront of
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